Deaf Culture

Deaf Culture

J'RIWHQ FRPHV DV D VXUSULVH IR SHRSH WKDI PDQ\ GHDI SHRSIH
UHIHU WR WKHPVHOYHV DV EHLQJ PHPEHUW RI = HDI FXWXUH 7KH
American Deaf culture LV D XQLTXH LQIXLVILF PLQRULIN WKDW
XVHV $PHULFDQ 6LJQ /DQIXDIH $6/ DV LIV SULPDU\ PRGH RI
FRPPXQLFDILRQ 7KLV ILSVKHHW SURYLGHV D GHVFULSILRQ RI ™ HDI
FXUIXUH DQG VXJJHVILRQV IRU HIIHFILYH FRPPXQLFDILRQ

Common terms used within the Deaf community:
7KH $PHULFDQ ™ HDI FXOIXUH KDV (DEHWV IRU LGHQULINLQJ LIV PHPEHWV
7KHVH IDEHIV UHAHFI ERWK FXOIXUDO YDOIXHV DQG EHILHIV

Deaf - 7KLV IHUP UHIHUV WR PHPEHUV RIWKH = HDI FRPPXQUN ZKR
VKDUH FRPPRQ YDOXHV QRUPV WUDGLILRQV (DQIXDJH DQG EHKDYLRUV
" HDI SHRSIH GR QRW SHUFHLYH WKHPVHIYHV DV KDYLQJ ORVI VRPHIKLQJ
LH KHDULQJ DQG GR QR WKLQN RI WKHPVHIYHV DV KDQGLFDSSHG
LPSDIWHG RU GLVDEIHG 7KH\ FHIHEUDIH DQG FKHULVK WKHLU FXOXUH
EHFDXVH W JLYHV IKHP WKH XQLTXH SULYWHJH RI VKDULQJ D FRPPRQ
KIVIRU\ DQG (DQJXDJH = HDI SHRSIH DUH FRQVLGHUHG D (LQIXLVILF
PLORULIN ZLWKLQ WKH S$PHULFDQ FXIWXUH 7KH\ KDYH IIKHLU RZQ
FXUWXUH DQG DI WKH VDPH LPH (LYH DQG ZRUN ZLIKLQ IKH GRPLQDQW
$PHULFDQ FXIIXUH

Deaf, hard of hearing, and deafened - = LIKLQ WKH = HDI FXWXUH
WIKHVH ZRUGV UHIHU WR D SHUVRQV DXGLRIRJLFDO VIDWXV  1.RWLFH 0RZHU
FDVH “G:p LV XVHG  3HRSIH ZKR GHVFULEH IIKHPVHIYHV DV “KDUG RI
KHDULQJp RU “GHDIHQHGK GR QRW VHH WKHPVHIYHV DV PHPEHUV RI WKH
= HDI FXOWXUH 6RPH PD\ NQRZ VLJQ (DQJIXDJIH EXW WKHLU SULPDU\
IDQIXDJH LV (QJIVK

Hearing Impaired 7KLV WHUP RIWHQ LV XVHG E\ WKH PHGLD DQG
VRFLHIN LQ JHQHUDI WR UHIHU iR SHRSIH ZLIK D KHDULQJ (RW $ PRUH
DFFHSWDE(H JHQHULF SKUDVH LV “GHDI DQG KDUG RI KHDULQJp IR UHIHU IR
all SHRSIH ZLIK D KHDULQJ IRW = LWKLQ WKH = HDI FXUIXUH WKH IHUP
“KHDULQJ LPSDLUHGH RIHQ LV VHHQ DV RIHQULYH Il VXJJHVIV WKDW = HDI
SHRS(H DUH “EURNHQu RU “LQIHULRUM EHFDXVH WKH\ GR QR KHDU

Hearing - = lIKLQ WKH = HDI FXOWXUH WKH WHUP “KHDULQJp LV XVHG
IIR LGHQILI\ SHRSIH ZKR DUH PHPEHUV RI KH GRPLQDQI $PHULFDQ
FXWIXUH  2QH PLIKIIKLQN WKH $6/ VLJQ IRU “KHDULQJu LV UHIDIHG WR
IIKH JURXSV DELLI\ IR KHDU HJ SRLQILQJ WR iKH HDU  +RZHYHU
IIKH VLIQ IRU “KHDULQJp LV UHIDWHG WR WKH DELIIN WR “WDON - 7KH DFW
RIWDONLQJ LV FOHDUON YLVLEOH WR = HDI SHRSIH ZKHUHDV (LVIHQLQJ RU
KHDULQJ LV QRI YURP WKH = HDI FXOXUH SHUVSHFILYH LI LV WiKH DFWf RI
“WDONLQJ WKDW FOHDUCN VHSDUDIWHV WKH iZR JURXSV

PEPNet Tipsheet

Comparison of Values:

7KH PRVI GRPLQDQI FXIWXUD0 SDINHUQ LQ WKH 8QUIHG GWDHHY LV
individualism. ORW $PHULFDQV KDYH EHHQ UDLVHG WIR FRQVLGHU
WIKHPVHIYHV DV VHSDUDIWH LQGLYLGXDIV ZKR DUH H[FIXVLYHO\ UHVSRQVLEMH
IRU WKHWU RZQ 0LYHV  &RPPRQ SKUDVHV WKDIl UHAHFI WIKLY FXOIXUD
SDIWHUQ DUH “ ™ R \RXU RZQ WKLQJp " /RRN RXI IRU QXPEHU RQH
DQG ", GLG W P\ ZD\u )RU H[DPSIH ZKHQ $PHULFDQV LQIURGXFH
WKHPVHIYHV WKH\ IHHO LW LV LP SRUDQI WR LQFOXGH WKHLU QDPH DQG
RFFXSDILRQ ZKLFK VHUYH IR HP SKDVL]H WKHLU XQLTXHQHW  &IRVHI\
DVWRFLDWHG ZWIK LQGLYLGXDILVP LV WKH LPSRUIDQFH $PHULFDQV SIDFH
RQ SULYDF\ $PHULFDQV KDYH “SHUVRQD) VSDFHu DQG “ SHUVRQDO
IKRXJKIV i 7KH\ AQG W RGG LI D SHUVRQ GRHV QR YDIXH “EHIQJ
DIRQH

,Q FRQIWUDW RQH RI'WKH PRV GRPLQDQI FXIWXUD) SDIMHUQVY LQ WKH
" HDI FXIWXUH LV collectivism = HDI SHRSIH FRQVIGHU WKHPVHIYHV
PHPEHW RI D JURXS WKDI LQFIXGHV all = HDI SHRSIH 7KH\ SHUFHLYH




Another important cultural value for Deaf people is their
language - ASL. Most Deaf people spend the majority of their liv



