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Deaf Culture
,W�RIWHQ�FRPHV�DV�D�VXUSULVH�WR�SHRSOH�WKDW�PDQ\�GHDI�SHRSOH�
UHIHU�WR�WKHPVHOYHV�DV�EHLQJ�PHPEHUV�RI�'HDI�FXOWXUH���7KH�
American Deaf culture�LV�D�XQLTXH�OLQJXLVWLF�PLQRULW\�WKDW�
XVHV�$PHULFDQ�6LJQ�/DQJXDJH��$6/��DV�LWV�SULPDU\�PRGH�RI�
FRPPXQLFDWLRQ���7KLV�WLSVKHHW�SURYLGHV�D�GHVFULSWLRQ�RI�'HDI�
FXOWXUH�DQG�VXJJHVWLRQV�IRU�HIIHFWLYH�FRPPXQLFDWLRQ�

Common terms used within the Deaf community:
7KH�$PHULFDQ�'HDI�FXOWXUH�KDV�ODEHOV�IRU�LGHQWLI\LQJ�LWV�PHPEHUV��
7KHVH�ODEHOV�UHÁHFW�ERWK�FXOWXUDO�YDOXHV�DQG�EHOLHIV�

Deaf - 7KLV�WHUP�UHIHUV�WR�PHPEHUV�RI�WKH�'HDI�FRPPXQLW\�ZKR�
VKDUH�FRPPRQ�YDOXHV��QRUPV��WUDGLWLRQV��ODQJXDJH��DQG�EHKDYLRUV���
'HDI�SHRSOH�GR�QRW�SHUFHLYH�WKHPVHOYHV�DV�KDYLQJ�ORVW�VRPHWKLQJ�
�L�H���KHDULQJ��DQG�GR�QRW�WKLQN�RI�WKHPVHOYHV�DV�KDQGLFDSSHG��
LPSDLUHG��RU�GLVDEOHG���7KH\�FHOHEUDWH�DQG�FKHULVK�WKHLU�FXOWXUH�
EHFDXVH�LW�JLYHV�WKHP�WKH�XQLTXH�SULYLOHJH�RI�VKDULQJ�D�FRPPRQ�
KLVWRU\�DQG�ODQJXDJH���'HDI�SHRSOH�DUH�FRQVLGHUHG�D�OLQJXLVWLF�
PLQRULW\�ZLWKLQ�WKH�$PHULFDQ�FXOWXUH���7KH\�KDYH�WKHLU�RZQ�
FXOWXUH�DQG�DW�WKH�VDPH�WLPH�OLYH�DQG�ZRUN�ZLWKLQ�WKH�GRPLQDQW�
$PHULFDQ�FXOWXUH�

Deaf, hard of hearing, and deafened - :LWKLQ�WKH�'HDI�FXOWXUH�
WKHVH�ZRUGV�UHIHU�WR�D�SHUVRQ·V�DXGLRORJLFDO�VWDWXV���1RWLFH�ORZHU�
FDVH�́ G·µ�LV�XVHG���3HRSOH�ZKR�GHVFULEH�WKHPVHOYHV�DV�́ KDUG�RI�
KHDULQJµ�RU�́ GHDIHQHGµ�GR�QRW�VHH�WKHPVHOYHV�DV�PHPEHUV�RI�WKH�
'HDI�FXOWXUH���6RPH�PD\�NQRZ�VLJQ�ODQJXDJH�EXW�WKHLU�SULPDU\�
ODQJXDJH�LV�(QJOLVK�

Hearing Impaired���7KLV�WHUP�RIWHQ�LV�XVHG�E\�WKH�PHGLD�DQG�
VRFLHW\�LQ�JHQHUDO�WR�UHIHU�WR�SHRSOH�ZLWK�D�KHDULQJ�ORVV��$�PRUH�
DFFHSWDEOH�JHQHULF�SKUDVH�LV�́ GHDI�DQG�KDUG�RI�KHDULQJµ�WR�UHIHU�WR�
all�SHRSOH�ZLWK�D�KHDULQJ�ORVV��:LWKLQ�WKH�'HDI�FXOWXUH��WKH�WHUP�
´KHDULQJ�LPSDLUHGµ�RIWHQ�LV�VHHQ�DV�RIIHQVLYH��,W�VXJJHVWV�WKDW�'HDI�
SHRSOH�DUH�́ EURNHQµ�RU�́ LQIHULRUµ�EHFDXVH�WKH\�GR�QRW�KHDU�

Hearing - :LWKLQ�WKH�'HDI�FXOWXUH�WKH�WHUP�́ KHDULQJµ�LV�XVHG�
WR�LGHQWLI\�SHRSOH�ZKR�DUH�PHPEHUV�RI�WKH�GRPLQDQW�$PHULFDQ�
FXOWXUH���2QH�PLJKW�WKLQN�WKH�$6/�VLJQ�IRU�́ KHDULQJµ�LV�UHODWHG�WR�
WKH�JURXS·V�DELOLW\�WR�KHDU��H�J���SRLQWLQJ�WR�WKH�HDU����+RZHYHU��
WKH�VLJQ�IRU�́ KHDULQJµ�LV�UHODWHG�WR�WKH�DELOLW\�WR�́ WDON�µ��7KH�DFW�
RI�WDONLQJ�LV�FOHDUO\�YLVLEOH�WR�'HDI�SHRSOH��ZKHUHDV�OLVWHQLQJ�RU�
KHDULQJ�LV�QRW���)URP�WKH�'HDI�FXOWXUH�SHUVSHFWLYH��LW�LV�WKH�DFW�RI�
´WDONLQJµ�WKDW�FOHDUO\�VHSDUDWHV�WKH�WZR�JURXSV�

Comparison of Values:
7KH�PRVW�GRPLQDQW�FXOWXUDO�SDWWHUQ�LQ�WKH�8QLWHG�6WDWHV�LV�
individualism.��0RVW�$PHULFDQV�KDYH�EHHQ�UDLVHG�WR�FRQVLGHU�
WKHPVHOYHV�DV�VHSDUDWH�LQGLYLGXDOV�ZKR�DUH�H[FOXVLYHO\�UHVSRQVLEOH�
IRU�WKHLU�RZQ�OLYHV���&RPPRQ�SKUDVHV�WKDW�UHÁHFW�WKLV�FXOWXUDO�
SDWWHUQ�DUH�́ 'R�\RXU�RZQ�WKLQJ�µ�́ /RRN�RXW�IRU�QXPEHU�RQH�µ�
DQG�́ ,�GLG�LW�P\�ZD\�µ��)RU�H[DPSOH��ZKHQ�$PHULFDQV�LQWURGXFH�
WKHPVHOYHV��WKH\�IHHO�LW�LV�LPSRUWDQW�WR�LQFOXGH�WKHLU�QDPH�DQG�
RFFXSDWLRQ��ZKLFK�VHUYH�WR�HPSKDVL]H�WKHLU�XQLTXHQHVV���&ORVHO\�
DVVRFLDWHG�ZLWK�LQGLYLGXDOLVP�LV�WKH�LPSRUWDQFH�$PHULFDQV�SODFH�
RQ�SULYDF\���$PHULFDQV�KDYH�́ SHUVRQDO�VSDFHµ�DQG�́ SHUVRQDO�
WKRXJKWV�µ��7KH\�ÀQG�LW�RGG�LI�D�SHUVRQ�GRHV�QRW�YDOXH�́ EHLQJ�
DORQH�µ�

,Q�FRQWUDVW��RQH�RI�WKH�PRVW�GRPLQDQW�FXOWXUDO�SDWWHUQV�LQ�WKH�
'HDI�FXOWXUH�LV�collectivism���'HDI�SHRSOH�FRQVLGHU�WKHPVHOYHV�
PHPEHUV�RI�D�JURXS�WKDW�LQFOXGHV�all�'HDI�SHRSOH���7KH\�SHUFHLYH�



American Sign Language:
Another important cultural value for Deaf people is their 
language - ASL. Most Deaf people spend the majority of their liv


